
From the Superintendent . . . 

Driving Safety Reminders  
 
All drivers, including parents, staff members, and 
high school students are reminded to follow the 
driving laws to keep everyone safe. Remember that 
the speed limit in school zones is 20 miles per 
hour, and the use of cell phones in the school 
zones is prohibited. For parents who drop off stu-
dents in the elementary parking lot, please do not 
drop your student off in the parking lot and make 
them walk through the drop -off line to enter the 
building. The parents who are in line to drop off 
their students are not expecting someone to walk 
in front of their vehicle and may not see your child. 
Waiting a few extra minutes in the drop -off line is 
certainly worth the safety of our children. Thanks 
to everyone for working together to keep our chil-
dren safe.   
 
Have you thanked a Coahoma I.S.D. school 
board member lately?  
 
Most people never wonder, let alone ask out loud, 
why local school board members are willing to give 
so much of their time and energy to their commu-
nity. 
 
Public school board members are those dedicated 
few who are elected to represent an entire commu-
nityôs education values. The beauty of public edu-
cation is that itôs opportunities are open to every-
one, and itôs up to those who lead the schools to 
ensure all students are given everything they need 
to achieve and succeed. Among those leaders, 
school board members stand out. Putting in long 
hours and working for no pay, these dedicated 
public servants strive day in and day out to pre-
serve the dream of public education.  
 
School Board Recognition Month ð observed each 
January ð honors that dedication in Texas. Dis-
tricts and communities across the state and nation 
recognize the important contributions of their 
school board members. 

 
At a time when we face difficult choices over budg-
etary priorities, a commitment to education and to 
children must stand absolutely firm. We have a sa-
cred obligation go put our childrenôs needs first and 
to make the essential investments that will help 
them succeed in our increasingly complex society.  
 
Americaôs School boards help lead the way in this 
endeavor. By setting high expectations for student 
achievement, supporting successful teaching and 
learning, and linking schools with communities, 
trustees empower students with the knowledge 
and skills they need to become productive, respon-
sible, citizens. 
 
Please take a moment to thank a school board 
member for caring about the future of our children.  
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Seated left to right: Jody Reid (President), Brandon At-

kins, Michael Brooks 

Standing Left to right: Lori Martinez (Secretary), Patric 

Robinson, Brian Moore, Alan Wright (Vice President) 

Melissa and Shayla 

watch the 8th grade 

boys basketball game 

against C-City 



More From the Superintendent . . . 

 

Coahoma 2011 ð2012 Calendar  

 

Coahoma ISD is asking 

for your input in select-

ing our 2011-1012 calen-

dar. A link to the calen-

dar selection page can 

b e  f o u n d  a t 

www.coahomaisd.com. 

The calendar selection 

page contains a link ex-

plaining the parameters that were considered in 

developing the calendars, a draft of 2 calendar op-

tions, and a link giving individuals the opportunity 

to select the calendar you like best. Voting will end 

on Tuesday, February 1. Thanks for your input and 

support of Coahoma ISD! 

 

Gold Performance Acknowledgements  

 

Coahoma ISD officials are pleased to announce that 

the district received four Gold Performance 

Acknowledgements from the Texas Education Agen-

cy. The Gold Performance Acknowledgment (GPA) 

system acknowledges districts and campuses for 

high performance on indicators other than those 

used to determine accountability ratings.  

 

Coahoma I.S.D. and Coahoma High School received 

acknowledgements for College-Ready Graduates. 

To be considered college-ready as defined by this 

indicator, a graduate must have met or exceeded  

the college-ready criteria on the TAKS exit-level 

test, or the SAT test, or the ACT test. College-

Ready Graduates was added as a GPA indicator be-

ginning with the 2009 accountability cycle.  

 

Robert Etheridge Junior High received an acknowl-

edgement for commended performance in Writing.  

 

Coahoma Elementary received an acknowledgement 

for commended performance in Science. 

 

TAKS Commended Performance is the highest per-

formance level set by the State Board of Education 

on the TAKS. Students who achieve Commended 

Performance have performed at a level that is con-

siderably above the state passing standard and 

have shown a  thorough understanding of the 

knowledge and skills at the grade level tested. For 

acknowledgement on this indicator,  the campus or 

district  must have 30% or more of its examinees 

scoring at or above the Commended Performance 

standard. 

 

ñThese Gold Performance Acknowledgements con-

firm that great things are happening at Coahoma 

I.S.D. Our teachers and students are working hard 

to make sure that the students are academically 

prepared for state testing requirements, graduation, 

and college. We strive to improve each and every 

day, while providing a positive and safe environ-

ment. Our ultimate goal is to encourage and moti-

vate students to achieve more than they thought 

possible. These acknowledgements are a result of 

these efforts and our students and staff deserve 

this recognition.ò said Coahoma I.S.D. Superinten-

dent Randy Brown.  

 

  

                                 
 

Winter 2011     Bulldog NEWS     Page 2 

Atomos Energy Bulldog Blog winners: Left to right  are  

Atmos Energy representative Jerry Duenes , Coahoma 

ISD Superintendent Randy Brown, Sherry Rowden (staff 

drawing winner), and Brianne Rich (community drawing 

winner) T o read more see page 4 



Flu  
 
Itôs seasonal flu time! Some reminders to avoid 
the spread of germs: 
 

Use elbows to cover coughs 
Wash hands frequently 
Stay home for fever and see a 
doctor 
Donôt return to school until 24 hours with-
out fever and fever reducing medication 

 
For more information, visit www.flu.gov , or call 
1-800-CDC-INFO for the most current  infor-
mation about the flu.  
 
Lice  
 
The threat  of lice is always prevalent in public 
arenas, including school.  Though lice do not 
pose a health problem, they are a social con-
cern. The itching they cause is very uncomfort-
able! 
 
Lice do not jump, but climb on fibers such as 
carpet, hair, and fabric. It is important that 
children learn to avoid sharing caps, hair brush-
es, and coats. Lice appear in clean homes, as 
well as any other homes. 
 
A mature louse is light brown  
in color, and the size of a  
sesame seed. They lay eggs,  
called nits, which are like  
specks of cement glue attached to 
the hair shaft. Nits hatch in 7 -10 
days. 
 
Checking your childôs head every week will 
help avoid your child being sent home from 
school. Examine the area at the nape of the 

neck, and behind the ears. If you see nits, 
or lice, there is no need to panic. Simply 
take measures to kill the lice, and remove 
the nits. Each member of the household 
should be inspected.  

 
Treat hair with lice killing shampoo and re-
move nits with the lice comb  
Remove all nitsðsome strands of hair may 
need to be snipped off 
Wash sheets, blankets, pillows, knit caps 
and coats, in hot water and dry in dryer  
Wash combs, and brushes, or replace with 
new ones 
Vacuum carpets, rugs, furniture, and car 
seats 
Vacuum stuffed animals, or keep in tightly 
closed plastic trash bag for 2 weeks 
Treat hair with lice killing shampoo again in 
7 days 

 
Making frequent hair inspections in you home 
will eliminate potential lice problems.  
 
For more information, visit http://
www.aap.org/publiced/BR Lice.htm 
 
           
           Terry Burleson 
 Nurse, Coahoma ISD 
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1899ð Did you know that the first school in Coaho-

ma was established in 1809? Coahoma ISD has a 

long and proud history as shown on the new sign at 

the administration building 

They look a little 

wild, but they 

donôt look sick! 

javascript:void(0)


Hello!  
 

I am happy to report that Coahoma ISD has 
implemented Windows 7 throughout the en-
tire school district. The upgrade was started 
back in the fall and took approximately nine 
weeks to complete. When we Upgraded to 
Windows 7 we also upgraded to Zenworks 
10, which is Novellôs management solution to 
desktops. With Zenworks 10, everything from 
desktop applications to the power on a com-
puter can be managed. With a new power 
management schedule on all of the comput-
ers in the district, the electricity cost will go 
from $29,000.00 annually to around 7,000.00    

 
                           
 
                          Thanks! 
                           Odis Franklin 
                           Technology Director 
 
 
 
 
 

     ZENworks 10  
 
 

 
 
 
. 
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Atomos Energy Bulldog Bog Contest Winners 

 
The winners of the Atmos Energy Blog Contest are Sherry Rowden (staff member) and Brianne Rich 

(community member). Sherry and Brianne each won a drawing and were presented a $100 check from 

Atmos Energy. Congratulations to the winners and thank you Atmos Energy for helping us promote 

the Bulldog Blog! 

 

The contest was held to promote the new Bulldog Blog. Each time a person posted on the blog be-

tween October 25, 2010 and December 10, 2010 their name was entered in a drawing. The contest had 

two categories, one for CISD staff members and one for community members (students, parents, or 

community members). 

 

The blog continues to grow! Since itôs creation in October, 177 different posts of all types of activities 

have been made with 18, 175 total views. The blog averages 236 views per day, the busiest day so far 

saw 643 views. Everyone is encouraged to post to the blog and to check it frequently to keep up with 

the latest happenings at Coahoma ISD! 

 

At the time of doing this article there were 21,449 total views! 
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ñChange the World by Lending a Handò 

 
The Elementary Gifted/Talented Class has embraced a theme which, lends itself to helping others within our com-

munity. Our study began with the effects of prejudice and attitudes relating to that subject matter. We began a series 

of projects in order to reach people through a caring and giving attitude. 

 

On November 19th, Grades 4, 5, and 6 and then again on December 10, Grades 1, 2, and 3 were welcomed by the 

Salvation Army in Big Spring in order to help them sack food for the needy. Captain Ed, as he is so fondly called, 

explained every facet of how the Salvation Army reaches our community. Our students filled around 200 bags for 

the needy each visit and were aware of how the bags would be distributed. It was also a humble experience to eat 

lunch there at the Salvation Army building. 

 

Each class has also adopted an elderly neighbor within walking distance of our school . The students will visit and 

do odd jobs in order to help with physical or monetary needs of our ñadopted neighbor.ò 

 

We are also collecting a pantry item of the month that will be donated to our local church for distribution. At Christ-

mas we had collected sugar and canned goods which were added to baskets for families in our community. We have 

and will continue to collect money for the school nurse to restock items that are used for students within our own 

district Pre-K through Grade 12. This will be given to her at the end of our school year in order to help prepare for 

the upcoming fall. 

 

These projects are done unselfishly and without prejudice or bias. This is and will continue to be a wonderful learn-

ing experience for our students. The students journal, their experience from each project in their own words, and our 

time has proven to be well worth the effort.  

 

We welcome volunteers to help us with any of the projects. For 

more information concerning this article or our Coahoma Gifted/

Talented Program you may contact Sherry Rowden, Gifted/

Talented Coordinator, at the Elementary Campus, 394-5000, ext. 

228.  

 

Together we make a difference! 

 

Sherry Rowden 

CISD Gifted/Talented Coordinator 
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